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To this remarkable work Sylla addressed himself, unconscious that he was attempting an impossibility, that opinion could not be controlled by the sword, and that for every enemy to the oligarchy that he killed he would create twenty by his cruelty Like Marius after the Octavian massacre, he did not attempt to distinguish between degrees of culpability Guilt was not the question with him His object was less to punish the past, than to prevent a recurrence of it, and moderate opposition was as objectionable as fanaticism and frenzy He had no intention of keeping power in his own hands Personal supremacy might end with himself , and he intended to create institutions which would endure, in the form of a close senatorial monopoly But for his purpose it would be necessary to remove out of the way every single person, either in Rome or in the provinces, who was in a position to offer active resistance, and, therefoie, for the moment he required complete freedom of action The Senate at his direction appointed him Dictator, and in this capacity he became absolute master of the life and property of every man and woman in Italy He might be impeached afterwards and his policy reversed, but while his office lasted he could do what he pleased
He at once outlawed every magistrate, every public servant of any kind, civil or municipal, who had held office under the rule of Cmna Lists were drawn for him of the persons of wealth and consequence all over Italy who belonged to the liberal party. He selected agents whom he could trust, 01 supposed he could trust, to enter the names for each district He selected, for instance, Oppiamcus of Lanno, who in scribed mdmduals whom he had already murdered,